[Natural hybridization between 2 sympatric species of mice, Mus musculus domesticus L. and Mus spretus Lataste].
Using protein loci and DNA markers, we show by a multilocus genetic analysis that certain populations of the two sympatric mouse species Mus musculus domesticus and Mus spretus show clear signs of partial introgression. Given the sterility of F1 males and the known partial genetic incompatibilities between the genomes of the two species, our finding does not invalidate the biological species complex, but allows to think that very limited genetic exchanges remain possible even long after the divergence of taxa. This may have some consequences on the dynamics of certain kinds of invasive or advantageous DNAs like transposable elements or pathogen resistance genes.